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Looking Back While Forging Ahead....

he Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry (JAFC) has

just completed its 60th anniversary year, which was marked
with a number of events and accomplishments. Observance of this
anniversary got a head start with a symposium held at the 2011
Fall National Meeting of the American Chemical Society in
Denver, CO, titled “Food Bioactives Research and the Journal of
Agricultural and Food Chemistry”. Associate Editors Francisco
Tomas-Barberan, Veronika Somoza, and John Finley organized
this symposium to provide an overview of state of the art knowl-
edge in the area of food bioactives. The symposium presented a
variety of perspectives on this topic and pointed out trends in
research to be pursued over the remainder of this second decade
of the 21st century." All told, 17 presentations were made by
renowned researchers, and 11 papers based upon these
presentations were published in the July 11, 2012, special
issue of the journal, near the midpoint of the 60th anniversary
year. Please check it out if you have not already done so.

A number of symposia at the San Diego, CA (Spring 2012),
and Philadelphia, PA (Fall 2012), ACS National Meetings
further explored the theme of bioactives in foods. At the Spring
2012 meeting in San Diego, CA, “Recent Advances in Nano/
Microencapsulation of Bioactives”, organized by Qinrong Huang,
was a notable offering on this topic; “Metabolism and Bioavail-
ability of Bioactives”, organized by Fereidoon Shahidi and Alyson
Mitchell was another; “Cocoa: Science and Technology”, organized
by Joe Vinson, presented recent research on the very related and
popular topics of cocoa and chocolate. AGFD division symposia
on food bioactives in Philadelphia included “Discovering Bioactive
Compounds in Foods” (N. P. Seeram and John Finley, organizers)
and “Neuroactive Compounds from Natural Products” (A. M.
Rimando and B. Shukitt-Hale, organizers).

Other facets of JAFC subject coverage were reflected in
Philadelphia as well, with AGRO holding 18 symposia including
“Food Safety: New Technologies for the Protection of the
Food Supply” (K. Morehouse and G. Sommers, organizers),
“Natural Products for Pest Management” (J. Coats, M. Koivunen,
and S. Duke, co-organizers), and “Mechanisms of Insecticidal
Action and Resistance: New Compounds and Recent Advances”
(D. Soderland and J. Clark, organizers).

Terms such as metabolomics, nanomaterials, microbiome,
MALDI TOEF-based proteomics, inflammation, and organic
foods are mentioned frequently in these indicators of current
hot topics, about which much more will undoubtedly be written
in the future. Food safety, biopesticides, biobased products, and
biofuels have also been topics of recent symposia and reviews,
indicating growth in numbers of publications to come for JAFC
in these timely, cross-cutting hot topics. We are developing a new
subject category within JAFC, covering aspects of metabolomics,
to provide a home for some of this new research.

Some of the research presented at ACS National Meetings
and other venues will eventually appear in JAFC, either grouped
in symposia or as individual research articles. During 2012,
in addition to the Food Bioactives symposium, special issues
included the 2011 Florida Pesticide Residue Workshop,>
the 2011 Berry Health Benefits Symposium,® and the Fifth
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International Conference on Polyphenols and Health.* Early in
2013 JAFC will publish research presented at the Advances in
Food Allergen Detection symposium (held at the Spring 2012
ACS National Meeting in San Diego) and selected papers from
the IX Italian Congress of Food Chemistry (ChimALSi 2012).
We strive to bring high-quality, cutting-edge research to our
readers, both in rapidly evolving “hot-topic” areas and across
the whole scope of JAFC. I take this opportunity to thank the
symposia organizers and authors, as well as the reviewers,
Associate Editors, and Journal staff who exercise quality control
in putting the special issues together in such a timely fashion.

During 2012 JAFC published 35 Reviews and 8 Perspectives,
both high-water marks for JAFC. Several of these dealt with “hot
topics” such as pesticide residues in imported, organic, and
“suspect” fruits and vegetables,” development of a biotech product
from discovery to commercialization,” neuroprotective effects of
citrus flavanoids,” nutrimetabolic ~strategies to develop new
biomarkers,® mitigation of inflammation with foods,” nano-
materials in plant protection and fertilization,"® and many others.

The ACS Publications Division brought further visibility to
the anniversary year by creating a 60th anniversary Web site,
featuring a listing of the 60 most prolific JAFC authors with
links to their articles and a list of the 60 most cited JAFC articles of
all time. At the head of the most cited list is J. E. Hodge’s review,
“Dehydrated Foods, Chemistry of Browning Reactions in Model
Systems”, which was published in Volume 1 of JAFC, back in
1953."" The Web site also contained a “Virtual Birthday Card”,
and I thank those of you who sent congratulatory remarks or
words of encouragement. As part of the celebration, the ACS Pub-
lications Division and JAFC cosponsored the AGRO and AGFD
divisional socials at the Philadelphia (Fall 2012) meeting. These
receptions serve to recognize awardees in each of the divisions and
also introduce students and new members to the Divisions and to
JAFC. Many thanks to Darla Henderson, ACS Publications Divi-
sion Assistant Director for Editorial Development, for supporting
JAFC activities such as the two receptions and several other journal
initiatives, including awards for excellent manuscripts in 2013.

During the 60th anniversary year, manuscripts received
topped 5000. JAFC posted new highs with a Thomson Reuters
2011 Impact Factor of 2.823 and total citations in 2011 reaching
71104. Two of the papers that were major contributors to the
2011 Impact Factor were by research groups headed by two of our
associate editors: “Antioxidant Assays for Plant and Food Com-
ponents”, by J. K. Moon and T. Shibamoto,'> was cited 39 times
in 2011 and “Interaction between Phenolics and Gut Microbiota:
Role in Human Health,” by M. V. Selma, J. C. Espin, and F. A.
Tomas-Barberan,"® which received 28 citations in 2011.

We welcomed Dr. Matt Hotze as the new Managing Editor
for JAFC (Figure 1). Dr. Hotze comes to us from Carnegie
Mellon University, where he recently completed a second
postdoctoral scholarship. He serves as Managing Editor for
both JAFC and Environmental Science & Technology (ES&T).
He will assist the Associate Editors, editorial staff, and me in
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Figure 1. Editor-in-Chief James N. Seiber (left) and Managing Editor
Matt Hotze (right) as Editor Seiber receives a glass sculpture
commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the Journal of Agricultural and
Food Chemistry at the journal’s Editorial Advisory Board meeting on
August 22, 2012, in Philadelphia.

implementing new initiatives, seeking out and recognizing authors
of Reviews, Perspectives, and top research articles, and repre-
senting the Journal at the growing number of meetings, symposia,
and conferences held each year. Our Editorial Advisory Board
Members, Associate Editors, and Marketing Manager, J'Nai Baylor,
do an incredible job of tracking, attending, and following up on
these meetings, but having Dr. Hotze on our team will help
considerably in ensuring JAFC representation at them.

We welcome Dr. Liangli (Lucy) Yu as a new Associate Editor
in 2013 (Figure 2). Dr. Yu is a “Zhi-Yuan” Chair Professor and

Figure 2. JAFC’s newest Associate Editor, Dr. Liangli (Lucy) Yu, of
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China, and the University of Maryland, USA.

Director for the Institute of Food and Nutraceutical Science at
the Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China, and also a
Professor in the Department of Nutrition and Food Science at
the University of Maryland, College Park, in the United States.
Her research focuses on the chemistry and biochemistry of
nutraceuticals and functional foods.

We also welcome new members to our Editorial Advisory
Board (EAB): Susan Ebeler, Steven Jay Schwartz, Steven Feng

Chen, Navindra Seeram, Vishweshwaraiah Prakash, Jay J. Gan.,
Gene Lester, Edwin Frankel, Shuo Wang, and Hideo Ohkawa.
They join 46 other renowned scientists on the EAB. In addition
to providing advice, the EAB members help to attract high-quality
research manuscripts, Perspectives, and Reviews, and they also
represent the journal at scientific and educational conferences
across the globe. Most are frequent authors, for JAFC and other
high-impact journals in agricultural and food chemistry. My thanks
to the EAB members and, of course, to our team of Associate
Editors and support staff who handle manuscript flow, peer review,
and many other ongoing activities critical to our success.

We acknowledge with deep sympathy the passing of Dr.
Glenn Fuller, who served on the Editorial Advisory Board
1988—1993, during his remarkable career with USDA-ARS.

My best wishes to all for a most enjoyable and successful 2013!

James N. Seiber, Editor*

Journal of Agricultural and Food Chemistry, Department of
Environmental Toxicology, University of California, One
Shields Avenue, Davis, California 95616, United States
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Notes

Views expressed in this editorial are those of the author and not
necessarily the views of the ACS.
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